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Peoria Chapter 

Hope you all have a  
wonderful April and can't 
wait to see you all again 
in May! 

Emma Vandeveer            
WIL President               
2006-2007  
 

P.S.  Remember to 
RSVP to a Network 
Luncheon Meeting!  

A Note from Your President 

Next Meeting: May 10 at Country Club of Peoria 

Wow!  What a great April 
Meeting!  I just wanted to 
run right outside and start 
playing in the dirt...I mean 
potting soil!   

Ella Maxwell from DA 
Hoerr did an inspiring job 
of talking to us about the 
dos and don'ts of 
"Container Gardening".  
Between our great 
speaker and the Mud Pie 
I was in heaven!  (I was 
going to sneak Ella's  
dessert, but I think she 
saw me eyeing it and 
took it up front with her!)  
What a great lunch and 
meeting!  

Speaking of "Container 
Gardening" please      
remember to put May 
10th on your calendar as 

soon as you can!  I think 
May is one of the busiest 
months (especially for 
women!) there is, but we 
need to make sure we 
schedule time for               
ourselves!  You won't 
want to miss our May 
Awards Luncheon - it's 
always very, very               
special!   

AND, it's our annual 
PLANT EXCHANGE!  
Bring a plant ($15-$20) 
and take home a plant!  

I can't believe we've only 
a few meetings left in our 
2006-2007 year.  We'll be 
voting in our new Board 
in May, but it's not to late 
to join for the remainder 
of the year at the $37.50 
reduced membership fee! 

Our next meeting is set for 
Thursday, May 10, at the 
Country Club of Peoria. 

Meal:  ClubHouse Sandwhich  

             Chips 

             Crème Broulee  
 

This is probably one of the 
most exciting luncheons we 
have each year.  On May 10, 
we will be awarding 4       
talented and deserving 
women the 2006-2007 WIL 
Awards: Outstanding New 
Leader, Career Leader, 
Woman Leader of the Year, 
and Community Leader 
Award. 

 
We hope you will make an 
extra effort to come out and 
support the nominees and the 
recipients.  This is a very         
special day and you won’t 
want to miss this meeting! 
 
Additionally, we would like to 
stress the importance of  
sending in your RSVP by the 
deadline.  We have a very 
busy agenda each month and 
in order to ensure each of you 
have a place to sit and enjoy 
your meal and conversations; 
and to ensure we can stay on 
schedule it’s important to have 
an accurate number of         
attendees.   

Special Reminders: 

• Be sure to arrive around 
11:30 for 30 minutes of 
networking with your 
peers. 

• Don’t forget to bring 
your plant to participate 
in the 2nd Annual Plant 
Exchange on May 10! 

• Dress for Success 
event coming in June! 
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Women in Leadership 

 
If you know you won’t be able 
to make it, please let Marcia 
know so we don’t end up 
charging you for your plate. 
 
The RSVP deadline has been 
moved forward to the Friday 
before the lunch.  So, this 
month you will need to RSVP 
by May 4 to reserve your 
place.  You will still send your 
form to Marcia Cannon at 
mcannon@westaff.com.  
 
We look forward to seeing 
each of you on May 10 at the 
Country Club of Peoria. 

 

 



WIL Leader Luncheon Schedule 
Beth Kolowski – Friday, May 
25 at noon at the River       
Station 

 
Sue Ann Billimack –       
undetermined at this time 

The following network  
luncheons are scheduled for 
May. If you have not been  
contacted to be a part of a 
network luncheon group, 
please email Betsy Yarcho 
at byarcho@heiserinsurance.com 
or call (309)266-2117. We 
encourage members to  
attend any luncheon that 
they can, not just for their 
assigned group! 

 

Mary Jane Johnson & Linda 
Martin – Friday, May 25th at 
noon at Kellehers 

 
Cathy Thomatis –         
Wednesday, May 23 at 
11:45 at Kellehers 

 
Shawna Knapp – Friday, 
May 4th @ noon at Ruby 
Tuesday’s on Sterling 

 

April Door Prizes 
A special THANK YOU to our members for bringing these wonderful door prizes to the April 
meeting! 

Kathy Schaeffer, Stellar Systems – Candle & Notepad 

Debbie Sippel, South Side Bank – Brown Scarf 

Kim Lehew, Cullinan Properties – Lawn Chair 

Becky Cobb, Reflexology by Becky – Gift Certificate 

Emma Vandeveer, South Side Bank – Candy dish with candy 

Cathy Thomatis, Staybridge Suites – Complimentary Overnight Stay 
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Welcome 
New 

Members 
and Member 

Renewals 
Please join us in welcoming 
the following new members 

to WIL: 

 
Katie Arnholt Kim of Horan 
Construction, Inc 

 
Yinka Adetola, DC of    
Allied Health Chiropractic 
Center 

 
Stephanie Duquenne of 
YMCA of Greater Peoria 

 
Sally Milligan of IWIRC 

 
Shannon Law of National 
City 

 
Kate Jones of Kramer  
Chiropractic &               
Acupuncture 

 
Penny Kramer of Kramer 
Chiropractic  

 
Amy Simmons of B. Moss 
Clothing Company 

 
Carrie Soderstrom of          
MedPro Advantage 

WILCI Scholarship Fund 

The Women in Leadership of Central Illinois Scholarship is targeted at assisting women in the 
Tri-County area who are pursuing college/university, post graduate, or accreditation/certification 
for business management/professional or entrepreneurial education. The award is intended to 
defer tuition, fees, books, and other academic expenses. The amount of the award is not to    
exceed $1,000 per academic year and may vary from year to year. Scholarships may be               
renewed pending re application and approval from the Board of Directors of Women in               
Leadership of Central Illinois. 

Eligibility:The scholarship will be available to qualified women who are residents of the         
Illinois Tri-County area as well as being a graduate of a high school or a recipient of GED. The 
applicant should have motivation to accomplish a career and leadership goals. Financial need 
will be considered only when other factors are equal among applications. The applicant should 
also be a non-traditional student…in the workforce a minimum of three years 

If you or any woman you know fits the criteria, please urge her to complete the application.    
Simply visit www.communityfoundationci.org to review additional criteria and download the           
application for the WILCI Scholarship Fund.   



Spiller….Filler….Thriller  
That was Ella’s “catch phrase” last month as she discussed 
container gardening.  And what great timing...as it’s that time 
of year where we are getting the itch to pick out our flowers 
and start planting. 
 

On May 10 we are holding our annual plant exchange.  You 
can get as creative as you would like with your plant and 
container.  We ask that your plant have a value of $15-$20. 
 
Don’t forget to attach your business card so that the lucky 
recipient will know who to thank.  Last year was so much fun 
as the room was filled with beautiful vibrant colors!  I’m sure 
you will agree.  I know I enjoyed watching my plant bloom all 
summer! 
 
Join us for this year’s plant exchange on May 10,  (price 
range of $15-$20).  If you have any questions, please email 
Amy Pearson at apearson@hotelperemarquette.com. 
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2nd Annual Plant Exchange 

Upcoming Events: 

Coming This Summer: Get ready for an exciting LUAU!!!  When was the last time you did 
the limbo?!?!  Grab your WIL girlfriends and come out for a fun night of relaxing by a           
luxurious pool and enjoy a delicious spread of food and tropical beverages!  More details will 
be available soon! 

 

Like most women, we clean out our closets at least twice a year and prepare for the  
upcoming seasons.  And, then we realize … “I still have that?”  “That doesn’t fit.”  “I won’t 
wear that again this year.” 

If you are one of those women, please consider donating your gently used (and cleaned) 
suits to the Dress for Success program.  Dress for Success relies on the support of   
people like you who are committed to helping disadvantaged women take charge of their 
lives. 

If that’s not you and you would rather give a monetary donation, we’ll have receipts  
available at the meeting. 

Shawna Knapp and Amy Pearson have agreed to collect any woman’s suit at the June 
14th meeting. If you have any questions, or would like additional information, please feel 
free to contact Shawna at: shawna.knapp@fgm-inc.com  

Look for additional information as we get closer to the event.  We’ll see you (and your 
suits) in June! 

WILCI WEBSITE  

We are looking to our members 
for input on our website.  If you 
haven’t already checked it out, 
please do!  We realize our site     
is only as good as the input we 
receive.  If there is something    
you think should be added, let    
us know!  

As a reminder, here is the link: 
www.peoriawomeninleadership.com 
Please submit your ideas to  
Kathy Schaeffer at 
kls@ssinet.com by May 15th. 

PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS 
2007  

We need your help . . . the 
Pathways to Success 2007 
Committee is being assembled 
and we need members.  This   
is a WORKING committee that 
meets once per month (until we 
get down to the final weeks).  
The event is held in October 
(date not finalized as of yet).   

If you're interested, please   
contact Kathy Schaeffer at 
kls@ssinet.com by April 30th. 

June Event:  

Volunteers 
and  

Feedback  
 



Women in Leadership WIL Value Corner 

You Can’t Beat These 
Deals! 

If you are looking to sell, purchase, or even give away an 
item once treasured, please be sure to submit your item to 
Allison (avershaw@premierhealthcare.biz) to be placed in the 
monthly newsletter. 

• Fiestaware (NEW) . . . Service for twelve in cobalt, 
yellow and orange.  Includes dinner plate, cereal/salad 
bowl, salad plate, cup and saucer . . . sixty total pieces 
PLUS six custard cups.  Like new condition . .  . hardly 
used.  PRICE:  $125.00 (Retail Price:  $300.00+).  Call 
Kathy Schaeffer at 309.657.9691 or email at 
kls@ssinet.com 

• Harvest Table (6 foot) with six chairs and buffet.  
Handmade by Green Gables Furniture.  Like new   
condition.  PRICE:  $1,000.00 (Retail Price:  
$3,300.00).  Call Kathy Schaeffer at 309.657.9691 or 
email at kls@ssinet.com 

• Antique Child's Red Desk and Chair . . . $75.00 . . . 
call Kathy Schaeffer at 309.657.9691 or email at 
kls@ssinet.com 

• Antique Highchair (Red) . . . $50.00 . . . call Kathy 
Schaeffer at 309.657.9691 or email at kls@ssinet.com 

Cynthia Burcham:  “Within the last three months, I have started three new careers.  I am an 
Independent Senior Beauty Consultant for Mary Kay Cosmetics, I own a "personal assistant" 
consulting business called X-tra and as of April 9th, I've accepted the position of Controller for 
the Hotel Pere Marquette.” 

Personal Praise Moments 

A special thank you to 
Cindy Smith and Val 

Sinks for greeting each 
guest and member at 

the April luncheon! 

Lost & Found: 
A beautiful pendant was found 
after the March meeting.  If you 
lost a gold pin with jewels, please 
contact Emma Vandeveer!  

Approximate size: 1-1/8" x 3/4" 


